
 
             

   

 
   

 
 

   
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
   

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
    

  
  

California Energy Commission 

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 

November 8, 2017 

1516 Ninth Street 
Art Rosenfeld Hearing Room – First Floor 

Sacramento, California 95814 
10 a.m. 

(Wheelchair Accessible) 

THE COMMISSION WILL CONSIDER AND MAY TAKE ACTION ON THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

1. CONSENT CALENDAR. (Items on the Consent Calendar will be taken up and voted on 
as a group. A commissioner may request that an item be moved and discussed later in the 
meeting.) 
a. AMENDED ARGUS COGENERATION EXPANSION (ACE) PROJECT (86-

AFC-01C). Possible approval of an order terminating Energy Commission 
jurisdiction over the ash landfill, separating the landfill from the ACE facility, 
which ceased operations in 2014, and allowing ACE to continue use of an on-site 
diesel generator. The order would approve changes to Conditions of Certification 
Soil Resources 8-4 D, Visual Resources 3-8, and air quality conditions related to 
the existing on-site diesel generator. Proposed changes to the license would not 
result in significant environmental impacts, and the facility would remain non-
operational and in compliance with all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and 
standards. Contact: Keith Winstead. 

b. BLACK ROCK 1, 2, AND 3 PROJECT (FORMERLY SALTON SEA 
GEOTHERMAL UNIT 6) (02-AFC-02C). Possible approval of an order to 
terminate the Energy Commission certification for the Black Rock 1, 2, and 3 
project, as amended, and non-collection of compliance fees to be effective as of 
June 30, 2017. This project was licensed on December 17, 2003, as the Salton Sea 
Geothermal Unit 6 project. Contact: Dale Rundquist. 

c. THE SOLAR FOUNDATION. Proposed resolution approving Agreement 150-
17-008 with The Solar Foundation for a $2,500 sponsorship contract to support 
the research and implementation of the 2017 Solar Jobs Census, including 
California-specific data. (ERPA funding) Contact: Rachel Grant Kiley. 

2. ENERGY COMMISSION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. Possible approval of 
appointments to the Energy Commission's Standing Committees and Siting Case 
Committees. Contact: Kevin Barker. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 

3. WEST COAST CODE CONSULTANTS, INC. Proposed resolution approving 
Agreement 700-17-002 with West Coast Code Consultant, Inc., for a $3 million contract 
to provide the STEP Division with assistance in compliance oversight for approved 
project modifications or emergency power plant facility changes for a contract cycle of 
three years. (EFLCF funding) Contact: Christine Root. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 
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4. SENATE BILL 350: DOUBLING ENERGY EFFICIENCY SAVINGS BY 2030 FINAL 
COMMISSION REPORT. Proposed resolution approving the final Commission report – 
"Senate Bill 350: Doubling Energy Efficiency Savings by 2030." Senate Bill 350 directed 
the Energy Commission to establish statewide annual targets that achieve a doubling of 
energy efficiency savings in electricity and natural gas end uses by 2030, so long as the 
targets are cost-effective, feasible, and do not adversely impact public health and safety. 
Contact: Martha Brook. (Staff Presentation: 10 minutes) 

5. APPLIANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY REGULATIONS - COMPUTERS and LIGHT-
EMITTING DIODE (LED) LAMPS. Proposed resolution adopting regulations in Title 20, 
§1602, 1605.3, and 1606 to modify existing appliance efficiency regulations for computers 
and LED lamps and finding that the regulations are exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act. The changes include the following: for computers, the 
regulations would modify the definition of discrete graphics processing unit (GPU) and 
create a new allowance for a discrete GPU that is packaged on the same substrate as the 
central processing unit and make minor modifications to the definitions for mobile gaming 
systems and mobile workstations; for LED lamps, the regulations would allow 
manufacturers to report estimated LED lamp lifetime pending completion of lifetime 
testing for state-regulated LED lamps and the LED versions of state-regulated small 
diameter directional lamps, in alignment with the Code of Federal Regulations. Contact: 
Patrick Saxton. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 

6. IMPROVING PERFORMANCE AND COST EFFECTIVENESS OF WIND ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGIES, GFO-16-310. This solicitation sought proposals to fund applied 
research and development projects that develop technologies, tools and strategies that 
reduce technological and economic barriers to upgrading, repowering, and expanding 
wind power generation and enable higher wind energy contribution to the in-state 
electricity mix. (EPIC funding) Contact: Rizaldo Aldas. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 

a. JASON COTRELL, dba RCAM TECHNOLOGIES. Proposed resolution 
approving Agreement EPC-17-023 with Jason Cotrell, dba RCAM Technologies 
for a $1,249,982 grant to develop and test a reinforced concrete additive 
manufacturing (RCAM) technology for building low cost ultra-tall wind turbine 
towers onsite at the wind plant. Taller wind turbine towers capture more wind 
energy from faster winds aloft, but are constrained by logistics and transportation 
size and weight. If successful, the scaled-up and commercialized RCAM 
manufacturing technology will enable fabrication of a wind turbine tower onsite, 
in one day at half of the cost of conventional steel towers, and reduce the 
levelized cost of wind generated electricity in a low wind speed site by 
11 percent. 

7. DEVELOPMENT, DEMONSTRATION AND DEPLOYMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTALLY AND ECONOMICALLY SUSTAINABLE BIOMASS-TO 
ENERGY SYSTEMS FOR THE FOREST AND FOOD WASTE SECTOR, 
GFO-15-325. This solicitation sought proposals to fund applied research and 
development and technology demonstration and deployment activities to advance 
bioenergy electricity generation. Consistent with the Electric Program Investment 
Charge Proposed 2015-2017 Triennial Investment Plan and in coordination with the 
CPUC, the solicitation addresses three bioenergy funding initiatives. (EPIC funding) 
Contact: Gina Barkalow. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 

a. LYSTEK INTERNATIONAL LIMITED. Proposed resolution approving 
Agreement EPC-17-022 with Lystek International Limited for a $1,589,163 grant 
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to construct and demonstrate an innovative technology to pretreat organic wastes 
prior to anaerobic digestion at a wastewater treatment facility to enhance 
operational efficiencies and increase biogas production. The pretreatment 
technology will be constructed as skid-mounted mobile units for processing 
source-separated organic wastes and bio solids and will have cogeneration 
capabilities thereby further increasing the energy generation from the wastewater 
treatment system. 

8. DISCUSSION OF ENERGY COMMISSION PROGRESS RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE CLEAN ENERGY AND POLLUTION REDUCTION ACT OF 2015 (Senate Bill 
[SB] 350). Staff presentation regarding progress on implementation of SB 350 
requirements, including administration of the California Renewables Portfolio Standard 
Program, review of local publicly-owned electric utility integrated resource plans; revision 
of Commission data collection regulations to improve demand forecasting; identification of 
progress in meeting the bill’s goals of 50 percent renewables procurement and doubling of 
energy efficiency; implementation of widespread transportation electrification; and 
preparation and publication of the study required by Public Resources Code §25327 
regarding barriers for low-income customers to energy efficiency, weatherization, and 
renewable energy investments. Contact: Michael Sokol. (Staff presentation: 5 minutes) 

9. Minutes: Possible approval of the October 11, 2017, business meeting minutes. 
10. Lead Commissioner or Presiding Member Reports. A Lead Commissioner on a policy 

matter may report to the Commission on the matter and discussion may follow. A 
Presiding Member on a delegated committee may report to the Commission on the matter 
and discussion may follow. 

11. Chief Counsel's Report: Pursuant to Government Code §11126(e), the Energy 
Commission may adjourn to closed session with its legal counsel to discuss any of the 
following matters to which the Energy Commission is a party: 
a. In the Matter of U.S. Department of Energy (High Level Waste Repository), 

(Atomic Safety Licensing Board, CAB-04, 63-001-HLW). 
b. Energy Commission v. United States Department of Energy (2nd Cir. Docket No. 

17-1798). 
c. Communities for a Better Environment and Center for Biological Diversity v. 

Energy Commission (Court of Appeal, First Appellate District, # A141299). 
d. Energy Commission v. Electricore, Inc. and ZeroTruck (Sacramento County 

Superior Court #34-2016-00204586). 
e. Helping Hand Tools and Robert Simpson v. Energy Commission (San Francisco 

Superior Court Case # CPF-17-515576). 
f. National Electrical Manufacturers v. Energy Commission (Federal District 

Court, Eastern District of California, #2:17-cv-01625). 
Pursuant to Government Code §11126(e), the Energy Commission may also discuss any 
judicial or administrative proceeding that was formally initiated after this agenda was 
published; or determine whether facts and circumstances exist that warrant the initiation 
of litigation, or that constitute a significant exposure to litigation against the Commission, 
which might include: 

a. Claims filed at, and rejected by, the Victim Compensation and Government 
Claims Board against a number of defendants including the Energy Commission 
relating to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon. 
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b. The U.S. Department of Energy’s actions to delay effective dates and failures to 
complete certain energy conservation standards and test procedures for 
appliances. 

c. The licensing process for a nuclear waste storage repository at Yucca Mountain, 
Nevada. 

d. Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program grant ARV-
10-016 with the City of San Jose, including its subcontractor JUM Global, and the 
lawsuit between the two (5:16-cv-01462-HRL, United States District Court, 
Northern District of California [San Jose]). 

12. Executive Director’s Report. 
13. Public Adviser's Report. 
14. Public Comment: People may speak up to three minutes on any matter concerning the 

Energy Commission, with the exception of items appearing elsewhere on this agenda or 
items related to pending adjudicative (certification or enforcement) proceedings. 

If you require special accommodations, contact Poneh Jones at 916-654-4425, five days before 
the meeting. 

News media inquiries should be directed to: 
Media and Public Communications - 916-654-4989 

Questions about participation in the Business Meeting should be directed to: 
Public Adviser’s Office - 916-654-4489 or 800-822-6228 

Participating by Telephone at a Business Meeting 
To participate by telephone, please call toll free 1-888-823-5065 on business meeting days after 
9:50 a.m. (PDT). The pass code for the meeting is "Business Meeting” and the call leader is 
Jerome Lee. If you plan to speak about a specific item, please give the operator the item number. 
To avoid occasional technical problems with the Commission’s telephone link, the
Commission recommends that a written comment also be submitted either by facsimile or 
email to the Public Adviser by 5 p.m. two days before the scheduled business meeting. 
Fax (916) 654-4493 or email publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 

The Business Meeting is broadcast via WebEx, the Energy Commission’s on-line meeting 
service. To listen to the meeting and view any presentations, please click the following link or 
paste it into your browser: 

https://energy.webex.com/energy/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=927835655 
You may also go to https://energy.webex.com/ec and click on the Business Meeting link. If you 
can’t find the Business Meeting link, click on “Unlisted Events” on the left of your screen and 
enter meeting number 927 835 655. The WebEx broadcast is listen-only. To make a comment or 
ask a question, please call into the meeting at 888-823-5065 as described above. 
The Energy Commission building has wireless Internet access available in the atrium, coffee 
shop, and library. 
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Subscribe to Electronic Mail Lists 
To reduce paper and mailing costs, the Energy Commission offers an automated email system for 
the business meeting agendas. To subscribe, please go to the Business Meetings page at 
www.energy.ca.gov/business_meetings/ and use the form on the right side under ‘Subscribe’. 

Adjournment of Hearings and Meetings: Depending upon time available and the orderly 
management of proceedings, the Commission may order adjournment (recess or postponement) 
of any noticed hearing or meeting, to be continued to the next day, another specific date or time, 
or to the next business meeting, as appropriate. Any such adjournment will be noticed at the time 
the order of adjournment is made (Government Code §§11128.5, 11129). 
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